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Preparation 2AF Solution by Electrochemical Method
1. Electrooxidation of Methyl Hydrazine and N, N-Dimethylhydroxylamine

ZHANG Hu., YE Guo-an, LI Li, DENG Wei-qin, LI Hui-rong. LI Gao-liang., YANG Xiao-mei
China Institute of Atomic Energy, P. O. Box 275(26), Beijing 102413, China

Abstract: In order to electrooxidate 1BP to preparate 2AF solution in advanced PUREX
process, electrochemical behaviors of methyl hydrazine (MMH) and N, N-dimethylhydrox-
ylamine (DMHAN) were studied by cyclic voltammetry. In addition, electrolytic experi-
ments were carried out with platinum as anode and titanium as cathode at constant current in
electrolytic cell without membrane. In nitric acid medium, after MMH is oxidated at anode,
DMHAN is indirectly oxidated by nitrous acid at cathode.
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Fig. 1 Electrolysis experiment sketch
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Fig. 3 Cyclic voltoammograms of DMHAN(a) and MMH(b) in nitric acid media at Pt electrode
co (HNO3) =0. 10 mol/ L. %] 4 49 4 - BH#% 47 ##§ (Initial scan direction: anodic) ,§=20 “C
(a):¢o (DMHAN)=1.00X10"2 mol/L;v,V/s:1——0. 01,2—0. 02,3—0. 03,4——0. 04,5——0. 05,
6—0.06,7—0.07,8—0.08,9—0. 09
(b) :¢co (MMH) =1. 00 mmol/L;v,V/s;:1—0.05,2—0. 10,3—0. 20,4—0. 30,5—0. 40,6—0. 50,7—0. 60,8 —0. 80
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Fig. 4 Plots of MMH concentration vs electrolysis time
¢o (HNO;)=1.50 mol/L;1.,2,3 ¢co (MMH) =0. 100 mol/L;
4 co (MMH) =0. 105 mol/L
J.mA/cm?:1—2. 8,2

5.0,3—7.8,4 15.0
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Table 1 Electrode potential vs current density

t/min J/(mA « cm™?) Va/V Vea/V V/V t/min J/(mA + ecm™?) V!V Vea/V V/V
0 5.0 0. 83 —0.56 1.4 0 15.0 0.92 —0.63 1.6
20 0.99 —0.55 1.6 20 1. 99 —0.57 2.7
40 1. 86 —0.51 2.4 40 1. 99 —0.55 2.6
60 1. 87 —0.50 2.4 60 2.03 —0.55 2.6
80 1. 88 —0.49 2.4 80 2.03 —0. 56 2.7
100 1. 88 —0.49 2.4 100 2.06 —0.55 2.7
120 1. 89 —0.49 2.5 120 2.08 —0.56 2.7

73 (Note) :co (HNO;3;) =1. 50 mol/L;co (MMH) =0. 100 mol/L
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Table 2 Effection of initial nitric concentration on electrolysis MMH

¢(MMH) /(mol » L™

t/min
0. 50 mol/L 1. 00 mol/L 1. 50 mol/L 2.50 mol/L 3.50 mol/L

0 0.107 0. 107 0.107 0. 107 0. 107
20 0. 085 0. 081 0. 086 0.079 0. 086
40 0.073 0.073 0.073 0.073 0.077
60 0.065 0.065 0. 065 0.062 0. 068
80 0. 059 0. 055 0. 056 0.053 0. 065
100 0. 050 0.051 0. 045 0.043 0. 049
120 0. 041 0.036 0.036 0.033 0. 037

7 (Note) : J=5. 0 mA/cm? ;¢ (MMH) =0. 107 mol/L
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Fig.5 Plots of DMHAN concentration

vs electrolysis time
co (HNO3)=1. 50 mol/L;co (DMHAN)=0. 10 mol/L
J.mA/em? :1—2.8,2—10.0,3—15.0

2.3.2  HNO, #] 1 ¥ £ X DMHAN HL i () %
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W HLM B N 5.0 mA/em’  fHE B T, %
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Table 3 Rate constant of electrolysis DMHAN

J/(mA « ecm™2) 1073k /(mol « L™ « min™1)

2.8 1. 04
10.0 1.67
15.0 2. 48

71 (Note) : co (HNO3) = 1. 50 mol/L;co (DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L

M (36 4). 525 25 B % W1, HNO, ] 4 e B %t
DMHAN HL A 5 B E M. FE HNO,
6 R E 3 O L P i ORI AR . FESEER Y
HNO, ¥ 15 e B KT 2. 00 mol/L B}, ££ 20 minff
i o A €8 3 UG vE K U ) DMHAN B 17 4E. A
T AL HNO, ] 1R Wk B2 K F 2. 00 mol /LB
DMHAN 9 71l I8 1) Ji [ L 8 3 52 52 56 v 45
BURF IF 8] (1) B 552 56 205 SR 28 B L 76 A T 46 14 JL )
Bz N, DMHAN ) ik J3 22 18 B AIG, (2 2 Bl )
DMHAN i # J3 133 FEAIT .

# 4 HNO; 946 BEX DMHAN H i (14 5 1)
Table 4 Effection of initial nitric concentration on electrolysis DMHAN

c(DMHAN)/(mol « L™ 1)

t/min
0. 50 mol/L 1. 00 mol/L 1. 50 mol/L 2.00 mol/L 2.50 mol/L
0 0. 10 0. 10 0. 10 0. 10 0. 10
20 0. 085 0.091 - -
40 0.075 0. 086 0.063
60 0. 060 0.078 0.008 2

80 0. 055 0. 066

0. 002

7 (Note) :co (DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L,J=5.0 mA/cm?
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Table 5 Electrode potential of electrolysis DMHAN at different initial nitric concentrations
Va/V Ve/V V/V
t/min I/mA
0. 50 mol/L 2.50 mol/L 0. 50 mol/L 2.50 mol/L 0. 50 mol/L 2.50 mol/L
0 90 2.06 1. 95 —0.63 —0.54 2.8 2.6
20 90 2.03 1. 24 —0. 64 —0. 34 2.8 1.7
40 90 2.02 1. 39 —0.63 —0.37 2.8 1.9
60 90 2.02 1. 46 —0.59 —0. 38 2.8 1.9
80 90 2. 00 1.55 —0.59 —0. 38 2.7 1.9
1 (Note) :co (DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L
2.4 DMHAN #1 MMH [5] i 77 7£ i B FE fiR 33 72 0.161 10.16
£ 1BP th DMHAN fl MMH 2 [f] i 77 75 321‘2‘ :21‘2‘:
. 1BP # DMHAN ¥k Ji&£ 5 2y 0. 093 mol/L, = o10l . loto &
MMH ¥ 529 9 0. 15 mol/L . HNO, ¥ # ¥e i 2 Z 008l To.0s =
%9 1.50 mol/L, ML % %I DMHAN fil MMH Z 006 10.06 2
I AE AR R TR 6. fE MMH Rz 2 0 A\ o2
7, DMHAN ¥ B JLF- 47 £ R 25, 24 MMH i fif 0.00 i 0.00
BEHR UG - DMEAN 75 1 (9 I ] 19 580 3 I 17 52 ’ [/‘i?n 0 2u
4. ZHPY DMHAN il MMH s Ak 2 5l J 2 i1 B 6 DMHAN Al MMH ¥ i
BE5¢ . B4 DMHAN f P 8 B2y 0.47 V 5 b A BT ) 3 2
(vs.SCE), MMH 1y - ff #1 fiz y 0.31 V Fig.6 Plots of DMHAN and MMH

(vs. SCE)., 1T MMH f s (7 43, E 4 AR |
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T B 2 18 7™ A R o TG AR L 8 S AR D R B
o, m B R R R, X R YRR A
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concentration vs electrolysis time
co (HNO3) =2. 50 mol/L,co (DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L,
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HNO; ¥ 5 H E 4 1. 50 mol/L B}, B f## 30 min
R4 HNO, , Z J5 iVl 3 HNO, ¥ B2 i 0%

« DT i



5% 2 3

ik RS EA LM & 2AF T. 81

{E, B J5 HNO, ¥ B 32 87 AR 75 75 K29 1077 mol/L,
i 24 HNO, % 44 % B 4 2. 50 mol/L i}, HNO, %
L HE B %) sf ) B S 2 T 7 PR LR LAY B 2 N
HNO. ¥k s E 44 %] 1077 mol/L,

g
W

(a)

i 1
aal \ 2 . —
I \,/
10 20 30 40 50 60

t/min

g
<)

n

10°c (HNO,) / (mol * L™)
o —_
W =)

=
=}
o

300
(b)
250
—

)
S
S

—

—

—
W
(=}

T

[\S]

10*c (HNO,) / (mol *

wn (=3
(=} (=]
L]
L}

0 5.0 100 150 2(I)0 2;0
¢/ min
7 HINO, ¥ B il i i 18] f A2 1
Fig. 7 Plots of HNO, concentration vs electrolysis time
¢o (DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L,J=20 mA/cm?
¢o (HNO3) »mol/L:1——1. 50,2——2. 50
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A RuE =4, MMH MR 58 & Z )5 . 1R
P BT HNO, [ J3 0%
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Fig. 8 Plots of gaseous volume of
electrolysing DMHAN vs electrolysis time
1.2:¢(DMHAN) =0. 10 mol/L. ¢y (HNO3)=1. 50 mol/L;
3:co (HNO;)=1. 50 mol/L. ¢o(DMHAN) =0 mol/L
I,A:1—0.10,2—0.05,3—0. 10
SR PHA » 25 2R B % (Real line: anode; broken line: cathode)
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Fig. 9 Plots of gaseous volume of

electrolysing MMH vs electrolysis time
co (MMH) =0. 1 mol/L,co (HNO;)=1. 50 mol/L,I=0. 10 A

F 6 MMH Hfif S A 2H 0 S 7R B 5K
Table 6 Gaseous components and volume

percentages of electrolysis MMH

¢/ %
S (Gases)
BH#% (Cathode) FH#% ( Anode)
H, <1.5 <1.5
O, 0.6 8
N 35 83
N:O 2.6 15
NO, 31 <1.0

2.7 DMHAN MMH H f# 5 [ # 12
it Db #F 5E & B, DMHAN, MMH
HNO, 7E i st Be v & 4R T R 22 k22 I i . 18

R B (L 3) F W] DMHAN F1 MMH 7E 41 H
e b B 520 Ry AN RT3 AR BB S FE BT ARAS & AR
Fe B AL 08 IR R . MMH A i AL IR )
DMHAN 7E B & A= [ 42 S8 A6 S i » HNO, 2 5
TR RN . AT RE Y SN LRI T A
(1) B X s iz
NO; +3H'+ 2¢ —> HNO, +

H,O(E® =40.94 V) (D
HNO, + HNO, —> 2NO, - H,O  (2)
(CH,),NOH + 2HNO, | H,0 ="
SHNO, + 2CH, OH (3)
(CH,),NOH + HNO, — >
N,O + 2CH,OH )

2HNO, —> NO + NO, + H,0
2NO + 0, —> 2NO,
3NO, + H,0 == 2HNO, + NO
NO + NO; + H" —> NO, + HNO,

Horp i W 3 (1) o HNO, # H fif 3F 50 G 3 1
HNO; ¥ KF 3 mol/L B R A SR 8. H
FL (3§ DMHAN ] L 5 HNO, 2 ) 7= 4
HNO, , 7£ HNO, Wb fEH T, 5L )
HNO, 7¢ 3 ik e B Bt /8 9% % A& il fig iF D
HNO, G645 B # 4k 6 it HNO, , HNO, 9 2 #]
RUIN S B2 R 2 (2) 3k AT R 3 (4)
DMHANSY HNO, i 50 » 2% N A7 7E 755 0
M HNO, LR S| — @ ik J# J5 DMHAN #] i o g
HNO, Ak .

(2) PEM XAy SR

CH,NH-NH; + H,0 — 4e —>
CH,OH+ N, +5H"
CH,NH-NH; — 2¢ —> CH,N = NH + 3H"
CH,NH-NH; + 2HNO, —>
N, + CH,OH + N,O+ 2H,0+ H"

DMHAN 1 MMH [&] i 77 76 F HNO, {k &
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SN BR B 2% 5 HNO, B oL #8528 T
R JE A AR %, XY MMH R H g 58 4 i) %
WA HNO, . X MMH %% i i A 1k 5
DMHAN 5 HNO, Jz i /=4 HNO, . 7£ HNO,
B AEAAE R HNO, 76 B8 & AR W i ik J5 R
AR HNO, . Wi HNO, AT LA figfh 28 (2) A
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Table 7 Current efficiency of electrolysis MMH

No. %5 W (Solutions) J/(mA s em™?) /%
1 1.50 mol/LL. HNO;- 5.0 153

0. 100 mol/L. MMH

)
—

.50 mol/LL. HNO;- 15.0 119
0.107 mol/L. MMH

3 2.50 mol/L HNO3-0.10 mol/L 5.0 137
DMHAN-0. 05 mol/L. MMH

4 2.50 mol/L. HNO;-0. 10 mol/L 20.0 120
DMHAN-0. 05 mol/L. MMH

X FEL AR A B o3 M 2 T A R
RBU BN T 1500, | T & U B LR R
A% ~T74. 206 CRFRAFBO B i 77 e i R & %
4i. 2 MMH $ g A L) . DMHAN 1 Bk
F8 0] 4 S A S L+ 2 7 R P ] P R G ) R A

TR L P 9 3 R B MR Y R AR A 2
0.7~1.2L/(A - h),

4 #F it

DMHAN 1 MMH 7 1 H 8% _E 19 [ b o AN
A 3% 4 Ak R v . DMHAN F1 MMH [a] B ££ 76 B
PR 3= 22 & 4 MMH 1 B $ o A 1L )= 0.
MMH %% 5¢ 238 5  DMHAN 75 Bt & A= [8] 42
49 48k SO HNO, ) 46 vk BE T i A 1 T 4 &
fif R, B A AR (0. 7~1.2 L/ (A « b))
LSRR BUNT 1L 5% . i TR R A
P BRA 4% ~74. 200 CRBLUr B0 | il g 7= A4 1Y
SR LN,

2% Uk -
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