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Accurate and Precise Determination of Thorium
in Thorium Nitrate Solution by Automatic Potentiometric Titration

SHAO Shao-xiong, ZHU Hai-qgiao, LLUO Zhong-yan, WU Ji-zong, ZHANG Qian-ci, LIANG Liang
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Abstract: The conventional method for determination of thorium is established by EDTA
complexometric titration in which xylenol orange is used to indicate the titration end point.
This paper presents a novel technique to identify the complexometric titration end point. The
technique is that Fe([ll )/Fe( Il ) redox couple replaces the use of xylenol orange to detect the
end point by potentiometry. Various factors possibly influencing the measurement of
thorium by EDTA complexometric titration were studied, such as repeatability of titrated
volume, pH value, the concentration of EDTA, buffer solution and so on. The optimum
conditions for the determination of thorium by EDTA complexometric titration were
obtained. A new methodology was established for precise and accurate determination of
thorium with Fe ([[[ )/Fe (]l ) detecting the titration end point by potentiometry. Under
optimized conditions, 5 mg thorium can be determined precisely with a relative standard
deviation of 0. 1% (n="6).
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AR 4% 45 T R ik » 5 2 ) 4 0 PR A0 I TR 4 7
SE AL T A TR BH R B E AT L K
EDTA %% & i 52 30 b UG 48 R 5 Y
EDTAZ &2 k& fME. 15 K Th-EDTA
KA PRI BULEE L O T B 0 0 1k R Y B
BUE BT 9T A 2 AR B £ 508 19 78 77 L i
SIORGT e AN N R AW N SR N o
S5 TEBUA YR RIS G A

TEZ% i RE 1 A AP s KSR 915 7 R0 R K S T
R RFET PO . A SO B
BRI B AN [R] o 0 7 28 Bk 2 58— A AR A W
i S 33X B B TR L AT 45 R BORS ERE RE
JET AR B 2 2 PR T LR AL A
T 26 5 KO 2 0 T ik R DAY R AR B 2T €0 2% A )
2 pinl ARG 22 (¥ 7] B . Gopinath 45 ¥0f
FEL AL 3 40 DB R S ¢ a5 L T T il R R A B 3 A
HR T T A A 0 P A G R ILARGE . AR
A ABLE A I A I AR R A S A Bl L RE i
A2 I 5 L R A 20 B T i

1 MERE

Fe(ID.Fe(ID 5 EDTA JER{HHI R 1 1 1)
AWRRAE . FelllD-EDTA 254 910 2% 4 5k
pK=25. 1(CHh K A FasE % %0 . FedD-EDTA
AW AW B pK=12. 3. B TFe(llH-EDTA
AW A H B0 K T Fe(D-EDTA 454 W1 1)
255 HB R T 2 ) EDTA 28 4% 5 Fe D
1 FedID MR G I BT 35 Fe T K 23 11 e bk
4. WRAEREHIRE R

E(Fe([1)/Fe(l1)) = E (Fe(ll)/

RT | c(Fedl))

nF  c(FeC][))

B W FeClll) iz @ik EDTA 454 % H0H
FeClll ) By #& B2 2 ¥ 0 /0 W 4 Ak ik 5t e X
Fe(llD)/FeC 1) A7 B AE W /N, 24 Fe (Ml 8% 58
SV FELET L ) 25 51 L 1Y S BR AR Ak 1 R A
M5 BRIE AT DA R /R 4% A e i 48 . X b
PG B 26 5 40 Fe (D WP WAFAE , RO 68
Z 24010 Fe (Il ¥ K - #8512 50 /0 1 A7 78 AR I/
H Fe Il ) o 3% 2 LA B R AL 38 D i Xt

H % SCHRL8 43 . 24 EDTA i Fe(ID &
Won Bt EDTA B 3 2 4 5 i TG 628
sevefa, M4 EDTA J# @ &2k i TR & 7 i
Ve VRO (5, A R A B BT K R HE IR . X U

FeCll)) +

EDTA ji% & -2 IR & % W s, Th (V) e
Fe(lDMAEE A . PICAESE4T &8 09 4% 6 1 B
HE ) AE I RE A R A — B R Al
Fe Il b o 35 W 24 21 35 00 5 19 55 24 St T il
FEIR ) EDTA (1 &8 R A 7 W EL-4k ) B,
e R Bk NI RE B EDTA (44, BV AT ) 4231
A R R SRR R

2 KEEH

2.1 g8

888 Y [ 2y Hi AL 1% 2 A s Hiw - 3 A H] 5 AR
-3 J5 52 A R B 1 A AR R R 24 A5 85-2
ARG 3 AT B 2% 7 I B IR AR A T DL-203B
BRI T MR A, RIBER UL s B F RF
XP205, J@&H&E 0. 01 mg., Jij 1 47 ¥ -6 F £ 2 vl 5
DH-203A AU #hR . RSS2 .
2.2 i&F

EEARMEVA W (GBW (E)080518) , #% Tk b 52
b TG & 0F 98 Bis B MR &L, #t 5 790421,
HGB3277-60 CER A0 47 A5 1) s £ e 14 L 1R —
BHERFRVE Y B (L. 20100403) , 6 F AL 22 5 T
Lis SR S ol v | IO B/ B3 o VT e [ 1 A B B 3
Tk Milli-Q 4K AL (18 MQ » m) il £ .
2.3 BiEEH

(1) fiBRBRIE W

PRI 1. 63 g filf BR Bk VA M 7E 90 mL LB F K
Hr, A 10 mL 0. 01 mol /L RS R 7 W - 4559 45 1 »
VS VR R R B MR BE 240 2. 26 g/ L

(2) Z WP 1R —4hEE (EDTA) IR’

P OFRAF T 1 & Z e VU 2 TR — #h AR A HE )
JT A B K R e B B O BE S 45 i
ER SRR EDTA B9k 0..002 5 mol/ L,

(3) FH PR L VA 1K

PR IR EL 0. 61 g, A 0. 001 mol/L HNO; &
W% A 50 mL AR B B .

(4) i

PREMERE 1.01 g, #H 1. 00 mL 1. 0 mol/L
TE RS T her b s FH K W i, %% A 1 000 mL %5
T ER  EAEH.
2.4 LBEF

(1) A PFRERVAE W rh Fe I ¥ BE 1 A5

FRIC— 7€ & Fe(ND KT 50 mL Bedfef . i
A 25 mL ¥ JEF N 0. 001 mol/L HNO, F# . I &
-3 J 52 5 W RRCH A TR I VR 35 AR AR
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SR R B AR Y R AT EE A 0,002 5 mol/L
EDTA 0 & B4 5 . WIS 2 A EDTA
VW AR BT Fe D 7 W B R T

(2) &b amsE

PR —E AL WCT 50 mL AR, o 7 W
TER MR E 78 235 T, im A 25 mL 0. 001 mol/L
HNO; ¥, B — % i i C FHR 1 FeCllD
VAT W B8 AL D S A H AR AT AR DU T,
TAESHL A st RE )y R AR B2k 0. 002 5 mol/ L
EDTA % 2 245, WA AE EDTA Bl
M Fe D W W T IH#E EDTA M 21
ZEMH L BIRT IR B AL A

3 FRMITR

3.1 HOWEENHMERERESEHRE

FEAE 45 it o 1L AR P LI 8 ) EDTA [ (R AR
ERA R e T A R R BN R,
2l KA i s 0, P A S0 S0 B 5 AR
W KR T PR T U2 T AR B 1 A A BIK Y
Jih (m(H,0)) . FRAR 8 7 25 75 1% 5L B T 7K 1 2%
JEE TS BT AR B K B TSR ARV, g LSS
RAS A i AT R (VO M LR, 52 56 45 2R
G F 1, X TR A2, — A5 6 WA
Xt A i 25 SR A i A0 A R I R R e A v
0« 30 5 R AR A o 22 /N F 5 X107,
H 2% 1 AT 0 32 o AN S R AR = 304 R oA
J3E 1) R T AL X ARG T R
3.2 pHEMMW

LM R AR EDTACH H Y o8, H
F EDTA 87K H 57 i B2 /1N 08 488 i R —
PHER . — ML fA B EDTA 5t EDTA — 44k,
Na, H, Y 375 . A% 5256 R F T 2 7702 & — e bl
LR, MRERPRERR. L KN
IR 4% (EDTA,H Na, H, Y R0 9 W > R 5
A2 H OB Ho Y™ . X B, EDTA A X
RE o MLOHY CH Y LV HL,YLH Y
H, Y JHY® FfIY'" &7 MEXAFfe. e
R GHEW ) pH A K. MR SCHR, SE 5%
T pH 43R 1. 6.2.0,3.0 B, %4k 5 vk
J Coaee CThCIV D)) I 52 B4 52 W8 5 43 7 45 3 51 F 3%
2., WNFE 20 EH,pH=1.6~3.0 B, X £ i 0
ELERTK KW, % EH EDTA 78k & i 7
R HOB A FeC Il 78 pH>3. 0 I JT 4
TK A 1 ) 0, S 36 d 44 33k 2 pH=3. 0,

F 1 A BT E A AR B S o

Table 1 Repeatability and accuracy of titrated volume

No. Vi/mL m(H,O)/g V,/mL V,/mL S
1 10. 000 9.974 7 9.9970
2 10. 000 9.9749 9.997 2
3 10. 000 9.974 9 9.9972 9.997 1.6X10°°
4 10. 000 9.9750 9.997 3
5 10. 000 9.9750 9.997 3
6 10. 000 9.975 2 9.9975

i (Note) : p(H, 0) =0. 997 769 g/cm? (22 °C)

F 2 AR pH XS 5 E B R R
Table 2 Effect of pH value

on the determination of thorium

pH  m(Th(IV))/mg pa (ThCN))/(g+ L7 Sr

1.6 5 5. 47 5.5X107%
2.0 5 5. 38 3.7X10°3
3.0 5 5. 36 3.7X10 3

3.3 EEF EDTA RERIEEF

TE LA A s AR VR BE 3 5 5] AT i 2 I
% o ST A R BRI B R BRI DA T 00 35 72 79 A 5
JRE RV R B R o AELIE A A R B I ) 2
T T A 28 A5 5 BROAS B[] B 3 A I I R TR
ARSI, PR R B R T E ) AT R A
I AT E ROR

K AN [\ W B2 19 0 o€ 7l EDTA X 5 mg
Th(IV)-1 mg FeClll) 1R G W AT & o 16 2 57
[V JBE 43 50 R 0.025 0,0. 005 0,0.002 5 mol/L
B BIF 0 T ¢ et v A7 8 A 6T 00 S 85 SR 1 R )
SEMI R T 1. il R 25 2 BRI R/
FUS AT BRI A0 % 28 5 1 R W FE T E 5 mg 4t

650

600
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5501
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0 100 200
I 7€ 1 %> 20 (Titration percentage) /%

¢(EDTA) ,mol/L:{——0. 0025, A—0. 005 0, @——0. 025 0
B 1 AEHE EDTA 5 Th(V)-Fe(IDIRA W i & 2k
Fig. 1 Titration curves of the ThC([V)-Fe([ll)
mixture with EDTA standard solutions

at different concentrations
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I, e R € 77 EDTA B9#EE S 0. 002 5 mol/ L,
3.4 ZMBEMANERFN

TEEL Y 2% 5 W € i B b BB 455 The
EDTA £ i AWrd H A

Th'" +Na,H,Y ==ThY+2Na" +2H"
PR S 7 TR0 ) TR 2 B S ) R AT AN TS R, TR
JE I3 R 2 AR 4% 5 W 1 25 R 2 0 AT
AR RERI /N o PG TR € R S EDTA [ %%
SR R A T | NG R LN B o R
pH . ZZoP & 2 /0 ek 1745t EDTA #r
th H R R/ S5 R8T 2. NIEL 2 AT,
e T AR 25 ~40 mL I REAR 4 19 4% i 4
BT pH (B . 25 083 PR e/ B FR B L AR
Jir it o /0 BV WA AR TR AR 2 38 vp 2% v i B A
PE N 25 mL,

"0 8.200

% 8.100 — o+
E8.000

27900

© 7.800 ' : : '
= 20 25 30 35 40 45
2 22 MR TR (Buffer solution volume) /mL

B2 Zohom A X FedllD & B8 R
Fig. 2 Effect of buffer solution volume

on the determination of Fe([l[)

3.5 EDTA Z&HEE Fe(ll |\ MBEZEE

ZEW R 25 mL 0. 001 mol/ L fiFf B2 %5 WK » 1%
EFR EDTA ¥ JE 7 0.002 5 mol/L, Fe([ll) fin A
BN 1.0,2.0 mg i, w(Fe () 4 5 K
(8.053140.000 7),(8.077 0£0. 001 3) mg/g.
s AR 2. 1X10 13,8 X107, 24 Fe( [l ) B
HHN1.0~2.0mg if,s, LT 0.04% (n=56),
T Th(VO FFeC ) 53 & 7] EDTA #8218 i
12 159, ML 5800 B IR LU AR 55 15, BT I #E
T E R EDTAM R & 5 SRR =0z —
B 15 B AR e AR . LT E 5 mg £RET, %
AEFe(D R R 1.0 mg,

3.6 EDTA &A@ E Th(N)

e Ry 25 mL 0. 001 mol/L fif§ B2 i WX » T
FER EDTA ¥ & 0.002 5 mol/L, Fe ([l ) AL
# 1.0 mg, Th(IV) A B 2 2 5.10,50, 100 mg
B % ThCOIN ) By 43 B 45 2R %0 T3 3. B3k 3 7]
HU Y ELIBORE BEAL R 5 mg I HORH X A o D 22 47
fiEis® 0. 1% (n=6),

3 RHPRELAR A I AT 4

Table 3 Results of measurement for thorium nitrate samples

m(Th(IV))/mg  wae (Th(IV))/ (mg+ g~ » St
5 34.495+0.014 1.0X1073
10 44.836£0. 007 4.0X101
50 44.808=+0. 009 5.0X10°*
100 44.640=£0. 005 2.8X10°1

1 (Note) :n=6

TR

(1) ATAERRHE T — BB i ) e 28 5 T 2 &
SRR AR R FeClll) /FeCID) HL X% 48 /R 7%
FE L R s T E A R 2 U R 1 O 22
PR T A BT 5 1% RS R R R

(2) FE7 T B 3l ALK E POk % 00 8 &L
WY 53 AT 7 5 o 25 B BURE B /) TR W E RORS 2
1o PR A DU s L HRAE 5 O 5 mg B s, GK
T0.1%(n=6),

2% Uk -
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